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Animal Facts

Horse
•	 People have depended on horses for a long time. Horses have helped with farming  

and transportation for over 4,000 years.
•	 When a horse reaches five years of age, it officially becomes a “horse.” Before that  

age, young males are called “colts” and females are referred to as “fillies.”
•	 Wild horses roam in groups of 3 to 20. When colts turn two years old, they leave the 

group to roam with other colts. 
•	 Horses have monocular vision—each of their eyes sees a different image. The only  

time a horse sees one image is when it looks down at its nose.

Pig
•	 Pigs are very intelligent. They can learn tricks faster than dogs and will respond to a  

given name after a few weeks. Have you ever considered a pig for a pet?
•	 Baby piglets eat so much that they double their weight in their first week of life!
•	 Although they don’t seem very athletic, pigs are very skilled swimmers. Because they lack 

sweat glands, pigs love to go into water (or mud) to cool off. 
•	 Pigs have only four toes on each foot. In addition, pigs only walk on the two middle toes, 

which is why they waddle when they walk. 

Cow
•	 A cow can produce over 200,000 glasses of milk in a lifetime! 
•	 A cow’s stomach has four compartments: the rumen; the reticulum, where food is 

stored; the omasum, which absorbs water; and the abomasum, which helps digest food. 
•	 Cows can walk up stairs but not down stairs because their knees do not bend properly!
•	 Cows have a normal body temperature of 101.5° Fahrenheit (38.6° C)!

Goat
•	 The pupil in a goat’s eye is rectangular rather than round. For this reason, goats see  

well at night.
•	 Experts believe that goats were one of the first animals to be tamed and herded by 

people, nearly 9,000 years ago.
•	 Most of the 450 million goats in the world are found in the Middle East and Asia.  

North America has only 6 to 8 percent of the world’s goat population.
•	 You may know that baby goats are called kids, but did you know that a group of goats is 

called a trip?
•	 Goats have a very large appetite for fresh and dried grasses, shrubs, bushes, and other 

plants. In fact, goats can eat through entire areas of land, causing long-term damage. 

Sheep
•	 During Woodrow Wilson’s presidency, nearly 100 years ago, the first lady had sheep  

graze on the White House lawn to keep it short.
•	 A one-year-old sheep is called a hogget and a two-year-old is called a two-tooth. 
•	 Sheep are timid and easily frightened animals. They flock together in large numbers and 

run away at a hint of danger.  
•	 There are over 1 billion sheep in the world.
•	 Male sheep, called rams, have long, curled horns that weigh 30 pounds (13.6 kg).  

Rams fight by butting heads repeatedly for hours.
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Rooster
•	 An adult male chicken is a rooster and an adult female is a hen. Roosters are larger  

than hens and also have larger combs on their heads.
•	 Roosters can fly, but only in small distances. Because of their weight, they aren’t able to 

fly farther than 200 feet (60.9 m).
•	 Roosters are sometimes called the “evil chicken” because they can become aggressive 

when people or other animals get near the chicken pen and the hens.
•	 Roosters have lived on farms for over 5,000 years! 

Goose
•	 Although snow geese are known for their white feathery coats, many are actually darker, 

grayish birds called blue geese.
•	 In wintertime, snow geese fly south for the winter in large flocks that often appear as a 

“U” formation. Their destination in these cold months is southern coastal marshes, bays, 
wet grasslands, and fields. 

•	 Snow goose chicks can swim and eat independently within 24 hours of birth! 
•	 The most common goose in North America is the Canadian goose. These geese can  

adapt to many habitats, but they prefer areas where they can feed on grasses, grains,  
and berries.

•	 Canadian geese can fly very fast. When migrating south for the winter, Canadian geese 
can cover 1,500 miles (2414 km) in 24 hours!

Discussion Starters
In addition to providing great opportunities for pretend play, Jumbo Farm Animals are helpful early 
science discussion starters. Ask questions, such as the following, to help students understand the 
similarities and the differences between the animals.

	 Which animals have fur or hair? Which ones have feathers?

	 Do any of the animals lay eggs?

	 Do any of the animals interact well with people?

	 How are the feet of each animal alike or different from the others?

�	 Ask students which farm animal they would most like to have as a pet. Encourage 		
	 students to compare the animals and explain why some would make better pets  
	 than others.  

Questions like these help students develop early classification skills based on the 
characteristics of the animals.

Design a Habitat
Challenge students to use crayons and paper to design one of the animals in its natural habitat. 
Make sure the students consider the basic needs of the animals including food and shelter.  

Animal Act
Encourage students to move and make noise like each of the animals as you hold them up in view. 
Have students take turns acting like an animal and have others guess which animal the actor is 
pretending to be. Discuss how the animals sound and move in comparison to each other. How are 
they alike? How are they different?

Care Instructions
To clean, wipe the surfaces of the animals with a damp cloth. Dry immediately. To prevent water 
from trapping inside the animals, do not immerse them in water. Pieces are not dishwasher safe.
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ES
Diseñar un hábitat
Reta a los alumnos a utilizar papel y ceras para dibujar uno de los animales en su hábitat natural. Asegúrate de 
que los alumnos reflexionan sobre las necesidades básicas de los animales, como comida y refugio.

Ponerse en la piel del animal
Anima a los alumnos a moverse e imitar los ruidos de cada uno de los animales mientras los sostienes en el aire 
a la vista de todos. Haz que los alumnos, por turnos, imiten a un animal y los demás adivinen de cuál se trata. 
Comparad y comentad los movimientos y ruidos de cada animal. ¿En qué se parecen? ¿En qué se diferencian?

Instrucciones para su cuidado
Para limpiarlos, pasa un paño húmedo por la superficie de cada animal. Seca los animales de inmediato. Para 
evitar que entre agua en los animales, no los sumerjas. Las piezas no son aptas para lavavajillas.

FR
Créer un habitat
Demandez aux élèves de dessiner, avec des crayons et du papier, l’un de ces animaux dans son habitat naturel. 
Veillez à ce qu’ils prennent en compte les besoins élémentaires des animaux, comme la nourriture et un abri.

Imitation des animaux
Encouragez les élèves à se déplacer et à imiter le bruit de chacun des animaux que vous leur montrez. 
Demandez-leur, chacun leur tour, d’imiter un animal que les autres doivent deviner. Comparez la manière dont 
les animaux s’expriment et se déplacent. En quoi se ressemblent-ils ? Quelles sont les différences ?

Instructions concernant l’entretien
Nettoyer la surface des animaux avec un chiffon humide. Essuyer immédiatement. Ne pas les immerger dans 
l’eau afin d’éviter qu’ils ne se remplissent d’eau. Ne pas mettre les pièces au lave-vaisselle.

 
DE

Einen Lebensraum gestalten
Lassen Sie die Schüler mit Buntstiften und Papier eines der Tiere in seinem natürlichen Lebensraum malen. 
Achten Sie darauf, dass die Schüler auch die Grundbedürfnisse der Tiere wie Nahrung und einen Ruheplatz 
berücksichtigen.

Tiere nachspielen
Halten Sie jedes Tier einzeln hoch und fordern Sie die Schüler auf, sich wie das Tier zu bewegen und seine 
Geräusche nachzumachen. Lassen Sie jeden Schüler abwechselnd ein Tier darstellen. Die anderen Schüler  
sollen raten, welches Tier der kleine Schauspieler zum Besten gibt. Vergleichen Sie gemeinsam im Gespräch,  
wie das einzelne Tier sich bewegt und welche Geräusche es macht. Inwiefern ähneln sie sich? Wo unterscheiden 
sie sich?

Aufbewahrung und Pflege
Zum Reinigen das Tier außen mit einem feuchten Tuch abwischen. Sofort abtrocknen. Nicht in Wasser tauchen, 
da sonst Wasser in der Tier-Form verbleiben kann. Die Artikel sind nicht spülmaschinengeeignet.
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